Campylobacter insulaenigrae have been isolated from different pinnipeds but not from South American sea lion (Otaria flavescens).The aim of this work is to report the first isolation of C. insulaenigrae from South American sea lion (Otaria flavescens).The isolate, identified by its phenotypic and molecular characteristics, allow recognizing O. flavescens as a new host for C. insulaenigrae.
Campylobacter species are worldwide distributed, being found in a wide range of animals and most of them are principally known as zoonotic pathogens. C. jejuni and C. coli are recognized as major causes of acute gastroenteritis in industrialized countries as well as in developing countries (6) .
In the last years, the identification of other atypical and emerging Campylobacter species has been reported. One of them, C. insulaenigrae, was isolated in 2004 from marine mammals: harbor seals (Phoca vitulina), and a harbor porpoise (Phocoena phocoena) (7) . Later, it has been isolated from northern elephant seals (Phocoena phocoena) (Stoddard et al. 2007 ) and most recently, the first human case of gastroenteritis and septicemia due to C. insulaenigrae, was reported (1).
Otaria flavescens (Shaw, 1800), commonly known as the South American sea lion, is a marine mammal found along the coasts of South America and the Falkland Islands. Table 1 , due to variations observed in the results, it was not possible to identify strain OF1 to species level using their phenotypic profile. insulaenigrae reference strains. (Fig. 1) indicating that isolate OF1 represented the same species. flavescens individuals, but also in aquatic birds andtheir water environment.
To the best of our knowledge, this is the first report of the species C. insulaenigrae from South America and the first report of O. flavescens as a host for this bacterium, expanding their reservoir spectrum.
